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All about DEC, May 2020

It is impossible to overstate how much the pandemic has affected our lives in recent weeks. In
characteristic style, the small team at Class of Your Own is striding forward, finding new ways of
meeting our goal of raising awareness of the built environment professions. The focus of this
newsletter is to update you on these activities, and invite you to work with us during these
interesting times.

We are not, however, immune to the impacts this has had on the teachers and schools we work
with. In the space of a few days, in the words of education journalist Laura Mclnerney, you went
‘from running an ordinary school to organising a virtual school, a childcare centre and a food
delivery service.” Many of you will have faced the devastating consequences of this virus, and we
wish the best possible outcomes for every one of you in these difficult times, and we thank you
for your continued engagement.

Similarly, life in the world of construction has faced unprecedented change, with offices closing,
staff being furloughed, and sites slowing down dramatically (although this has begun to pick up
recently). We are extremely grateful to our industry partners that have continued to support us
during these difficult times and must take this opportunity to salute all those involved in the
extraordinary Nightingale and Louisa Jordan field hospitals.

We wish you all the very best. Continue to stay safe and we look forward to seeing you soon —in
the virtual, or indeed the real world before long!

All the best from the team at Class of Your Own:

Alison Watson MBE
Angela Whitwell
Carole Teacher
Daniel McDonagh
Linda Lonsdale
Matt Simmons
Rachel Carter

Ray Elysee
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Email us at support@classofyourown.com if you have any questions or would like to apply for
access to any of our platforms.

We began our move to Teams in February this year, closing down the DEC Teacher Surgery on
Facebook and inviting teachers to our Teams site.

On the platform you will be able to meet other DEC Teachers, share work, access video content
and learning resources as well as industry news and updates. We also encourage you to make
the platform your own — our vision is for this to be a space for teachers run by teachers, and we
need your support and engagement to realise this.

If you are a DEC Teacher, you should have received an invite to the site — please get in touch if
you have not.

= fé é?‘e

DEC Awards Eco Classroom myResources Student Workbooks Teacher Guides

We have introduced this portal as a one-stop-shop for all things DEC for our education partners.
On here you will be able to access the following resources:

e Level 1 and Level 2 workbooks

e Level 1,2 and 3 Teacher Guides

e Eco-Classroom Workshop resources
e DEC Awards:

A Home for Everyone
Design a Restaurant

Great Tideway

Hotel Underground

Student Accommodation
Vision Hope School

O O O O O O

In addition, you can access resources and information from our industry partners Bentley
Systems, Topcon Positioning Systems, White Frog and Operam Academy.
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At the request of industry supporters, and indeed parents, to offer a simpler route to DEC
initiatives, we recently introduced a new shop for our Work Experience Made Easy and Home
School offers. Please visit www.sellfy.com/class-of-your-own to see how this is shaping our future
offer.

We are beginning to expand our social media presence to try and connect with as wide an
audience as possible. Please follow us and share on the following platforms:

o Twitter: @classofyourown, @DECinSchools

e Instagram: www.instagram.com/designengineerconstruct
o LinkedIn: i i -of- -own-li

e LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/alisonwatsoncoyo

4 Design Engineer Construct! is brought to you by social enterprise Class of Your Own


https://twitter.com/ClassofYourOwn
https://twitter.com/DECinSchools
http://www.instagram.com/designengineerconstruct
http://www.linkedin.com/company/class-of-your-own-limited
http://www.linkedin.com/in/alisonwatsoncoyo

All about DEC, May 2020

It's been an incredible year for Class of Your Own; as word spreads about the DEC learning
programme we have found ourselves working all over the globe, not just at the request of
schools, but also industry. We have been working in schools in Dubai for two years now (where
COYO has just won a prestigious award) with great success and our Kaunas University led
schools are also seeing great work - in English! - from their students. Our first DEC primary
school in Thailand is going from strength to strength thanks to ex Jersey DEC teacher Katie
Holland. DEC classes are also springing up in the United States, South Africa, India and Malaysia
and we are in talks with Australia and Vietnam.

Closer to home, schools in Scotland, Ireland and Jersey continue to successfully deliver the
curriculum and a number are now seeing great returns through young people accessing further
and higher education pathways and employment. The inclusion of DEC in the ‘Edinburgh City
Region Deal’ means that a great number of schools can now access further support through
School-College partnerships.

In Jersey, a microcosm of DEC is emerging that shows how DEC can be implemented and grown
amongst schools with the support of government and industry. There is collective buy-in from
policy makers and industry to ensure there is a conveyor belt of skilled workers grown on the
island. DEC pilot school and Jersey's DEC centre of excellence, Le Rocquier School, has led the
way at Level 1 and 2, and allowed a cluster of schools to follow in their footsteps. There are
currently 388 DEC students in Jersey with this set to grown further over the coming months and
years. As well as five secondary schools offering various forms of the DEC learning programmes,
Highland College, will be launching DEC Level 3 as progression for the learners into FE. Jersey
also has a BEST (Built Environment Specialist Trainer!) placed on island, who is a local Architect
that has been training at Le Rocquier school, which has had a great impact on both teachers and
students.

Lastly, in partnership with Bentley Systems in 2019 we held the first &

ever DEC Hyperloop Challenge. The lucky winners from Edinburgh’s ~ § ~ INFRASTRUC
2019A,WAR;)5 .

Drummond Community High School were taken to the Year in _— ,; Bt i,,aﬂ—

Infrastructure Awards — in Singapore! This is spurring us on to our Y8 el

newest DEC venture - the ‘Future Infrastructure Programme’. More ‘ “ 1)
on this later in the year!

These are incredibly exciting times for us as a small organisation, finding ways that we can
support teachers throughout the world to deliver built environment education to young people.
It wouldn't be possible without the support of our fantastic teachers and the individuals and
organisations that we work with to deliver the programme.

If you want to support a DEC school internationally, please do get in touch - your corporate

social responsibility and talent search doesn't stop on the shores of the UK! Simply contact
support@classofyourown.com for more information.
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COYO DESIGN CHALLENGE 2020 Moo e EREE
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classofyourown

Class Of Your Own has worked with the lovely folks at Heriot Watt University for many years, so
we were thrilled to hear that Team Esteem 2020, an awesome group of HWU students, have
made it through to the finals of the Solar Decathlon Middle East 2020 competition with their
design of a modern, hi-tech house powered only by solar energy to create an affordable, energy-
efficient home. The house will be constructed and exhibited in Dubai, where it will open to
thousands of people.

We've got together with Team Esteem to challenge young people to design the Esteem Pavilion
- an inclusive learning space where people who buy an Esteem home can also learn how to live a
greener life...

This is a unique opportunity, open to all primary schools and secondary schools. Working as a
digital team, your students can use their creativity and ingenuity to collaborate online and create

this fantastic centre.

Visit our website to register a team, : i i - -pavilion-

design-challenge-2020/
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“Music makes the people come together...”
Thank you Madonna, for your words of wisdom!

Just as lockdown kicked in, we thought we'd try a different way to help young people access
work experience. We asked 6 local students - Harry and Kate from Cardinal Newman College,
and Josh, Dan, Dermot and Will from Clitheroe Royal Grammar School - all of whom had little or
no exposure to careers in the construction industry - to work as a team and take part in a week
long digital project from home.

And the hook? Music! We asked them to design a music recording studio and live performance
venue for their favourite band, located in the music mecca that is the great city of Manchester.
We enlisted the help of some amazing organisations: The British and Irish Modern Music
Institute (BIMM), Airtight Studios, Bentley Systems, OMI Architects, BDP, Buro Happold

and Manchester City Council.

They provided short webinars outlining key fundamentals of stakeholder needs, architectural
design, sound, acoustic and structural engineering, town planning and noise control and
instruction in digital modelling software. With the exception of their actual physical presence,
they delivered the same human insight in a virtual office using Microsoft Teams (and other more
‘teenager-friendly’ apps!).

This pilot DEC centric work experience has been very well-received both by employers and
students, and is informing all of our activity around work experience moving forward. The
programme will be available to all employers going forward and accessible to schools as a DEC
Extend Award. Our thanks to all those involved.

This has opened a great many opportunities to work differently and really affirms the ‘where
there's a will there's a way' approach we've always taken. We're now working directly with a great
team at Tideway London to pilot another virtual work experience for Year 13 students.

=
AL
f: 's'iql' .
\ si» s
Y
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It's great that people everywhere know what we stand for! When Scape Group's Performance
and Improvement Director, Chris Clarke, put out a simple call to anyone that might have ideas to
help the hundreds of 14/15 year olds who would miss out on work experience, he was pointed in
our direction by Balfour Beatty's National Performance Manager, Kevin Hutchinson. Work on our
pilot virtual work experience programme had just concluded, so it was great to say, “we can
help!”

An initial conversation has now transpired into an extraordinary virtual work experience
programme, fully accredited by COYO and the Engineering Development Trust through its
Industrial Cadets Silver Award and uses the pioneering ‘Learn Live’ platform as a safe place for
young people to access live interactive broadcasts and chat support with industry in an entirely
safe environment.

Starting on May 18th and lasting one week, the programme has been developed from our
‘Esteem Pavilion’ Challenge, supported by the fantastic ‘Team Esteem’ students of Heriot Watt
University, Edinburgh. We are so proud to be this opportunity in partnership with Scape Group
and encourage our schools and industry partners to get involved.

We have been supporting industry work experience practices for several years, working with
industry, schools and young people to research best practice approaches to delivering this form
of social value. This includes our ‘Guide to Successful Work Experience’ now adopted by Build
UK and the Department for Work and Pensions.

With great responses from contractors and consultants alike, we can now offer all our Awards —

from offsite student accommodation to hotels for James Bond! — as a structured platform for
employers to use during work experience weeks.
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Offsite Ready is an innovative and

aspirational scheme that aims to empower ‘ [ .’//‘

teachers to deliver a modern built

[
environment curriculum. ~
Originally planned as a two-day face to face OFFSITE READY
training session, we have been able to
. KNOWLEDGE FOR CHANGE
adapt the programme to offer a series of

webinars starting in May 2020.

The webinars will cover a range of topics —

such as the fundamentals of offsite

construction and manufacturing, architectural drawing and sketching, building information
management and 3D modelling, and AR/VR software and its use in delivering offsite construction
projects.

Based on our 'Eco Classroom’ initiative, Class of Your Own has created five modules which can
be delivered either as a stand-alone programme, in part or in whole, over eight weeks. The
outcomes will stimulate learning and engagement with Offsite Construction, Sustainability and
Building Information Modelling for secondary schools and especially those delivering Design
Engineer Construct! (RQF Level 1 & 2 in England & Wales and SCQF Level 5 & 6 Scotland).

Email support@classofyourown.com if you wish to attend the webinars or view the recordings.

Find out more about the fantastic resources available for the project:
www.offsiteready.com

Funded by the CITB (Construction Industry Training Board), Offsite Ready has been developed in
collaboration with Construction Scotland Innovation Centre partners Napier University, City of
Glasgow College, Ministry of Building Innovation & Education, Construction Wales Innovation
Centre and ourselves, Class of Your Own, to bridge teaching and learning pathways from
secondary education to HE level with emerging offsite construction processes.
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A Home for Everyone design challenge  classofyourown’ cic mimmren.
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Can you design a Home for Everyone?

There's no two ways about it, being a parent, and trying to work from home during lockdown can
be a challenge by itself. Add home-schooling into the mix and we've a recipe for stress and
frustration.

We've been exploring home learning for a number of years in our efforts to offer all children the
opportunity to experience what it is like to be a built environment professional. When lockdown
began, we asked ourselves: how can we make our design challenges available to anyone, in the
absence of the structure of school and teacher?

The result is our first home-school project, an adaptation of our DEC Award that challenges
young people to design an inclusive, accessible house fit for anyone to live in —a Home for
Everyone.

We hope this is a great project that will keep young people between the ages of 10 and 18
occupied this summer, whatever the circumstances. On successful completion of the project,
young people can apply for an endorsed award from our awarding body partner TQUK - proof
that they have been working hard and achieved this summer, that can go on to a CV or social
media profile.

Visit our shop to purchase now: https://sellfy.com/p/4zcrh2/

We are going to make all our DEC Awards available as home-school projects — watch this space!
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The Next Generation of
Surveyors and Engineers
Needs You

Supported by: °

classofyourown® L& iEE A7 TOPCON

Can you help the surveyors of the future?

The Chartered Institution of Civil Engineering Surveyors, The Survey Association and Topcon
Positioning Systems has supported Class Of Your Own, a social business delivering the award-
winning DEC learning programme to secondary schools, for many years. Thanks to Topcon'’s
significant donation a number of years ago, DEC teachers and students have had access to high-
end surveying equipment. CICES and TSA members and Topcon staff have led many DEC
student workshops and supported classroom sessions. CICES also manages an ambassador
scheme that recruits volunteers when needed.

Now that dedicated Apprenticeships are available in addition to existing degree pathways,
COYO wishes to provide young people an opportunity to learn basic surveying and site
engineering skills to prepare them for a future in the Geospatial industry.

In collaboration with The Survey School, COYO will adapt and develop an entry level week-long
practical course that can be delivered in school. The DEC Survey School fund would enable this
initial development and enable three pilot courses to take place in Edinburgh, Sheffield and
London later in the year. Successful delivery will mean the course can be opened up to many
more young people - and their teachers.

Lockdown provides time to prepare the syllabus and courseware and to ‘recruit’ trainers, many of
whom will be from SMEs who simply want to give something back the geospatial industry and
contribute to the further education of the next generation of professionals.

We're asking surveyors everywhere to donate anything they can to help realise this opportunity.

Even the cost of a few litres of fuel can make all the difference to the future career of a young
person.

If you feel able to support the initiative, please visit www.gofundme.com/f/dec-survey-school

Many thanks for your kind consideration.
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Everyone at classofyourown® is committed to safeguarding
and promoting the welfare of children and young people.

Class of Your Own Limited.
The Institute, St. Nicholas’ Hall, Sabden, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 9EH

Tel: +44(0)1282 680946

Email: ideas@classofyourown.com
Website: www.classofyourown.com
Twitter: @classofyourown

© Copyright Class of Your Own Limited. All Rights Reserved.
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